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THE STEPS THAT LEAD TO DIVISION 
ά¢I9 t9wC9/¢ {¢hwaέ
·A Divided Home ɀDivorce 

·A Divided Church ɀChurch Split

·A Divided Nation ɀCivil War

Ȱ3Ï Israel rebelled against the house of David unto 
this day.  And it came to pass, when all Israel heard 
that Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and 
called unto him unto the congregation, and made him 
king over all Israel: there was none that followed the 
ÈÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ $ÁÖÉÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÂÅ ÏÆ *ÕÄÁÈ ÏÎÌÙȢȱ    

I Kings 12:19-20



Step One ςConformity to the 
World
·2ÏÍÁÎÓ Ϋάȡάȟ Ȱ!ÎÄ ÂÅ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȡ ÂÕÔ 

be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔȟ ×ÉÌÌ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢȱ

·$ÅÕÔÅÒÏÎÏÍÙ ΫαȡΫαȟ Ȱ.ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÈÅ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÙ ×ÉÖÅÓ ÔÏ 
ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÉÓ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÔÕÒÎ ÎÏÔ Á×ÁÙȡȱ  



Step Two ςThe Addition of 
Unnecessary Pressures 
Ȱ!ÎÄ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÓÅÖÅÎ ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄ ×ÉÖÅÓȟ ÐÒÉÎÃÅÓÓÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÒÅÅ 

hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his 
heart.

For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his 
wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his 
heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the 
ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ $ÁÖÉÄ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȢȱ  I 

I Kings 11:3-4



¢ƘŜ άbƻǊƳŀƭέ tǊŜǎǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ
·3ÏÌÏÍÏÎȭÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄ

·3ÏÌÏÍÏÎȭÓ ×ÉÆÅ - Shulamite

·3ÏÌÏÍÏÎȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ɀRehoboam, 2 daughters

·3ÏÌÏÍÏÎȭÓ ΫΫ #ÁÂÉÎÅÔ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ɀPrinces

·3ÏÌÏÍÏÎȭÓ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ɀtemple, home

·3ÏÌÏÍÏÎȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ

·3ÏÌÏÍÏÎȭÓ ÈÏÂÂÉÅÓȟ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÔÓ  



Step Three ςLeaning upon his own 
Understanding 
·Ȱ4ÒÕÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÌÌ thine heart; and lean not unto 

thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge 
(ÉÍȟ ÁÎÄ (Å ÓÈÁÌÌ ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÔÈÙ ÐÁÔÈÓȢȱProverbs 3:5-6 

·Ȱ"ÕÔ ËÉÎÇ 3ÏÌÏÍÏÎ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȟ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ 
with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, 
Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; Of the 
nations concerning which the Lord said unto the children 
of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come 
ÉÎ ÕÎÔÏ ÙÏÕȡȱ    ) +ÉÎÇÓ ΫΫȡΫ-2



Step Four ςSolomon was 
Enamored with the World
·Ȱ&ÏÒ 0ÈÁÒÁÏÈ ËÉÎÇ ÏÆ %ÇÙÐÔ ÈÁÄ ÇÏÎÅ ÕÐȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÁËÅÎ 'ÅÚÅÒȟ 

and burnt it with fire, and slain the Canaanites that dwelt 
in the city, and given it for a present unto his daughter, 
3ÏÌÏÍÏÎȭÓ ×ÉÆÅȢȱ  I Kings 9:16

·Ȱ"ÕÔ 0ÈÁÒÁÏÈȭÓ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ÃÁÍÅ ÕÐ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ $ÁÖÉÄ 
ÕÎÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÈÏÕÓÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ 3ÏÌÏÍÏÎ ÈÁÄ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒȡȱ 

I Kings 9:24

·Ȱ!ÎÄ 3ÏÌÏÍÏÎ ÈÁÄ ÈÏÒÓÅÓ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ %ÇÙÐÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÎÅÎ 
ÙÁÒÎȟ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÇȭÓ ÍÅÒÃÈÁÎÄÉÓÅ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎÅÎ ÙÁÒÎ at a 
price . And a chariot came up and went out of Egypt for six 
hundred shekels of silver . . . I Kings 10:28-29



Step Five ςFailure to Remember 
the Lessons from History 
·THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT

Ȱ!ÎÄ ÉÔ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÓÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÒ ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÅÉÇÈÔÉÅÔÈ 
year after the children of Israel were come out of the 
ÌÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÇÙÐÔȢȱ  I Kings 6:1

·Solomon began his reign in 970 BC

·He began to build the temple in 966 BC

·The Exodus took place 480 years before 

·The Exodus took place in 1446 BC



Step Six ςNot Acknowledging the 
Enemy ςthe war
·Ȱ!ÎÄ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÓÅÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ Á ÐÌÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÒËȟ ×ÈÅÒÅÉÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 

covenant of the Lord, which he made with our fathers, 
×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÏÆ %ÇÙÐÔȢȱ   

I Kings 8:21

·Ȱ!ÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÆÏÒÓÏÏË ÔÈÅ 
LORD their God, who brought forth their fathers out 
of the land of Egypt, and have taken hold upon other 
gods, and have worshipped them, and served them: 
therefore hath the Lord brought upon them all this 
ÅÖÉÌȢȱ    ) +ÉÎÇÓ γȡγ



Step Seven ςAppointing the Wrong 
Man to Rule (I Kings 11:28) 
Ȱ!ÎÄ ÉÔ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÓÓȟ ×ÈÅÎ *ÅÒÏÂÏÁÍ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÎ ÏÆ Nebat, 

who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from 
the presence of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in 
%ÇÙÐÔȠɊȱ  I Kings 12:2

Ȱ!ÎÄ ÉÔ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÓÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÆÔÈ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÆ ËÉÎÇ Rehoboam, 
that Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem: 
ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÔÏÏË Á×ÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÇȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȠ ÈÅ 
even took away all: and he took away the shields of 
gold which Solomon had made Ȣȱ I Kings 14:25-26



Step Eight ςGiving Away Land that 
was not his to Give
·Solomon hired Hiram, king of Tyre, to provide workers 

and materials for building the temple.

I Kings 5:1-12

3ÏÌÏÍÏÎ ÒÅ×ÁÒÄÅÄ (ÉÒÁÍ ÂÙ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÈÉÍ Ô×ÅÎÔÙ ÃÉÔÉÅÓ ȰÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÏÆ 'ÁÌÉÌÅÅȢȱ    

I Kings 9:10-14

Internal Strife in the North ɀwill result in the importing 
of more idolatry into the land.  



Step Nine ςForcing People to Work 
on His Projects
·Adonirum is placed over the tribute ɀthe work force 

(I Kings 4:7)

·30,000 Israelites were forced to work four months a 
ÙÅÁÒ ÏÎ 3ÏÌÏÍÏÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ 

(I Kings 5:13-17)

·List of Projects (I Kings 9:15-19)

·#ÁÎÁÁÎÉÔÅÓ ÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÏÎ 3ÏÌÏÍÏÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓȢ  
(I Kings 9:20-21)



Step Ten ςSolomon Left People 
Vulnerable for his Personal Gain
·Adonirum is very vulnerable. 

·Ȱ4ÈÅÎ ËÉÎÇ Rehoboam sent Adoram (Adonirum), who 
was over the tribute; and all Israel stoned him with 
stones, that he died. Therefore king Rehoboam made 
speed to get him up to his chariot, to flee to 
*ÅÒÕÓÁÌÅÍȢȱ 

I Kings 12:18



Step Eleven ς{ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ 
his old age magnified in his son
·Ȱ"ÕÔ ËÉÎÇ 3ÏÌÏÍÏÎ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȱ   

I Kings 11:1

·Ȱ!ÎÄ 3ÏÌÏÍÏÎ ÄÉÄ ÅÖÉÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȱ 
I Kings 11:6

·Ȱ!ÎÄ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ×ÁÓ ÁÎÇÒÙ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÏÌÏÍÏÎȱ 
I Kings 11:9

·THE RESULT:  I WILL SURELY REND THE 
KINGDOM  (I Kings 11:11)  



Step Twelve ςForsaking Good 
Counsel
·Ȱ!ÎÄ ËÉÎÇ RehoboamÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ÏÌÄ ÍÅÎ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣȱ    

I Kings 12:6

·Ȱ"ÕÔ ÈÅ ÆÏÒÓÏÏË ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÍÅÎȢȱ

I Kings 12:8


