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I. THIS QUESTION IMPLIES THAT AT ONE TIME 
AMERICA WAS A CHRISTIAN NATION

A.  THE DEFINITION OF A CHRISTIAN NATION

1.  The Supremacy of Christ is acknowledged

2. The Bible is the document that governs the people

3.  The majority of the nation professes Christ  

B. THE HISTORIC EVIDENCE OF AMERICA
BEING A CHRISTIAN NATION

ñA nation that does not remember what it was yesterday, 
does not know what it is today.ò  

President Woodrow Wilson



THE COLONIAL PERIOD



1606 ïVirginiaôs Charter
·King James I dedicated Virginiaôs founding in its 
charter with these words, ñto the glory of his divine 
majesty, in propagating the Christian religion to such 
people as yet live in ignorance to the true knowledge  
and worship of God.ò 

·The first act of the settlers who founded the 
Jamestown colony was to erect a large wooden cross.

·PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST!



The Mayflower Compact of 1620
ñWe do by presents, solemnly and mutually in the 

Presence of God and one another, covenant and 
combine ourselves together into a civil Body 
Politick.ò

The purpose of the Compact:  ñto the glory of God and 
the advancement of the Christian faith.ò 

PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST!



1629 ïThe First Charter of 
Massachusetts
In this charter it states its purpose, ñand incite the 

natives of county to the knowledge and obedience of 
the only true God and Savior of mankind, and the 
Christian faith.ò

EXCLUSIVE ïONLY ONE TRUE SAVIOR! 



1638 ïThe First Charter of 
Connecticut 

The people of Connecticut organized, ñinto 
combination and confederation together to maintain 
and preserve the liberty and purity of the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus, which we now profess.ò



1649 ïThe Maryland Toleration 
Act  

This act declared, ñNo person or persons whatsoever 
within this province, professing to believe in Jesus 
Christ shall henceforth be any ways troubled, 
molested, disapproved of in respect of his or her 
religion nor in the free exercise thereof.ò 



1683 ïThe Rhode Island 
Charter 
·ñWe submit our persons, lives, and estates unto our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, and to all those perfect and most absolute laws 
of His given us in His Holy Word.ò 



1689 ïThe Great Law of 
Pennsylvania
·This law proclaims, ñWhereas the glory of Almighty 

God and the good of mankind is the reason and the 
end of government, therefore government itself is a 
venerable ordinance of God.ò 

·Romans 13:1, Let every soul be subject unto 
the higher powers. For there is no power but 
of God: the powers that be are ordained of 
God.



OUR FOUNDING COLLEGES 



Harvard University - 1636
The founder of Harvard said, ñeveryone shall consider 

the main end of his life and studies to know God and 
Jesus Christ, which is eternal life.ò

John Harvard said, ñLet every student be plainly 
instructed and earnestly pressed to consider well the 
main ends of his life and studies; to know God and 
Jesus Christ, which is eternal life.ò  



Yale, Princeton, etc.  
·In 1814, President of Yale, Timothy Dwight, addressed the 
students with these words, ñChrist is the only true, the living 
way of access to God. Give up yourselves therefore to Him, 
with a cordial confidence, and the great work of life is done.ò

·In 1754, Columbia University, formerly Kingôs College, 
advertised, ñThe chief thing that is aimed at in this college is to 
teach and engage children to know God in Jesus Christ.ò

·John Witherspoon, the first president of Princeton said, 
ñCursed be all learning that is contrary to the cross of Christ.  
Cursed be all learning that is not coincident with the cross of 
Christ. Cursed be all learning that is not subservient to the 
cross of Christ.ò



OUR FOUNDING 
DOCUMENTS



The Declaration of 
Independence

·States that manôs rights come from God, ñWe hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable rights.ò

·The document concludes, ñWith a firm reliance on 
the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our 
sacred honor.ò 



1788 ïThe Federalist Papers  
·James Madison wrote, ñWe have staked the future 

upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern 
ourselves, to sustain ourselves, according to the Ten 
Commandments of God.ò 



The Pledge of Allegiance to our 
Flag 

"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America and to the republic for which it stands, one 
nation under God , indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all."



OUR FOUNDING COURTS
·In 1892 the U.S. Supreme Court made a unanimous 

decision in the case of the Church of the Holy Trinity vs. 
the United States.  The Supreme Court concluded, ñOur 
laws and our institutions must necessarily be based upon 
and embody the teachings of our Redeemer of mankind. 
It is impossible that it should be otherwise; and in the 
sense and to this extent our civilization and our 
institutions are emphatically Christian.  This is a religious 
people.  This is historically true. From the discovery of 
this continent to the present hour, there is a single voice 
making this affirmation. We find everywhere a clear 
recognition of the same truth THAT THIS IS A 
CHRISTIAN NATION .ò 



OUR SYMBOLS, ART AND 
ARCHITECTURE 
·The Liberty Bell emerged in 1752 with these words 
engraved from Leviticus 25:10, ñProclaim liberty 
through all the land and to all the inhabitants 
thereof.ò

·The prayer room in the Capitol has a stained glass 
window showing George Washington kneeling in 
prayer.  Etched into the image are these words from 
Psalm 16:1, ñPreserve me, O God, for in Thee do I put 
my trust.ò



·Inside the Rotunda there is a picture of the Pilgrims 
departing from Holland on the Speedwell.  The shipôs 
chaplain is holding a Bible with these words on its 
cover, ñThe New Testament according to our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.ò  

·Above the head of the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court are the Ten Commandments with the great 
American Eagle protecting them.



·On the metal cap on the top of the Washington 
monument are these words, ñPraise be to God.ò

·The monuments, the architecture in Washington D.C. is 
permeated with Scripture references.  

·The Jefferson Memorial has these sober engravings, ñGod 
who gave us life gave us liberty. Can the liberties of a 
nation be secure when we have removed a conviction that 
they liberties are the gift of God? Indeed I tremble for my 
country when I reflect that God is just, that his justice 
cannot sleep forever.ò  



OUR COINS AND CURRENCY
·Every coin minted in the United States bears these 

words;  LIBERTY ïIN GOD WE TRUST.  



OUR CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS
·In 1774, the Continental Congress authorized 

payments to chaplains to open their sessions in 
prayer. 

·In 1776, the Members of Congress set aside a day of 
fasting and prayer that they might by ñsincere 
repentance and amendment of life, appease Godôs 
righteous displeasure, and through the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Christ, obtain His pardon and 
forgiveness.ò    (II Chronicles 7:14)



·In 1776, Pennsylvania legislators took this oath of 
office, ñI do believe in ONE God, the creator and 
governor of the universe, the rewarder of good and 
the punisher of the wicked.  And I do acknowledge 
the Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament to 
be given by Divine inspiration.ò

·In 1777, the first act of Congress was to purchase 
20,000 Bibles from Holland, Scotland or elsewhere 
because Americaôs supply was dwindling.  



First Supreme Court Justice 
·First Supreme Court Justice John Jay (served 

from 1789 to 1795)

·ñProvidence has given to our peoplethe choice 
of their rulers, and it is the duty, as well as the 
privilege and interest of our Christian nation to 
select and prefer Christians for their rulers.ò



Senator Barack Obama - 2007
·In a June 2007 speech Obama said ñWhatever we once 
were, weôre no longer a Christian nation. At least 
not just. We are also a Jewish nation, a Muslim nation , 
and a Buddhist nation, a Hindu nation and a nation of 
nonbelievers.ò

·The president was saying that we are no longer just a 
Christian nation.  That is true.  Should that make us 
happy or sad?

·1) It is clear that we were once a Christian nation.
·2) What is America today? A religious pluralism!
·3) What will America be tomorrow? Anti -Christian? 



President Barack Obama 
April 6, 2009 in Turkey  

NEWS CONFERENCE:

ñWe do not consider ourselves a Christian nation, or a 
Muslim nation, but rather, a nation of citizens who 
are, uh, bound by a set of values.ò 

BEFORE THE TURKISH PARLIAMENT

ñWe will convey our deep appreciation for the Islamic 
faith, which has done so much over the centuries to 
shape the world ïincluding in my own country.ò



Demographics and Statistics
·Americaôs population on July 4, 2009 was 306,832,641 

people.
·There are 300,000 Protestant churches in America.
·There are 600,000 clergy in America.
·There are 4,500,000 people who belong to a Protestant 

church.  
·40% of Americans attended church last Sunday.
·There are 2.8 million Jews in America.
·There are 3,400 synagogues in America.
·There are 1 to 7 million Muslims in America.
·There are 1,500 mosques in America.  
·195 million Americans are non-churched (#4 in World)



Theology Shapes Policy
ñbound by a set of valuesò
·Judaism  - Monotheism ïOld Testament Bible, Talmud 
·Christianity ïMonotheism ïOld and New Testaments of 

the Bible
·Islam ïMonotheism ïKoran 
·Hinduism ïPlethora of gods ïThe Vedas 
·Buddhism ïa philosophy for life ïno one book is 

required, teachings of Buddha 
·Humanism ïMan-centered, deification of man

·The values that have historically bound Americans have 
been the values proclaimed in the Bible. 



How has the Islamic faith 
shaped ñour country?ò 
#1 Islamic influence on the USA was minimal.
#2 Islamic influence was mostly negative.

·The primary contact our Founding Fathers had with Islam 
between 1500-1800 was confronting Islamôs efforts to enslave 
Christians.  

·In 1801, President Jefferson refused to pay tribute to the 
Barbary states.  Tripoli, Algiers and Tunis declared war on the 
United States. The Americans forced the Barbary rulers to 
terms of peace.

·The Barbary states would break the treaty and President 
James Madison again sent the U.S. Navy to the Mediterranean 
forcing them to sign again a peace treaty.



The Marinesô Hymn
ñFrom the Halls of Montezuma, 

To the shores of Tripoli ;
We fight our country's battles
In the air, on land, and sea;
First to fight for right and freedom
And to keep our honor clean;
We are proud to claim the title
Of  United States Marine.ò 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Barbary_War


ñA nation that does not remember what it was yesterday, does 
not know what it is today.ò

President Woodrow Wilson

ñA president that does not know or denies our Christian past, can 
only build today on the shifting sands of human 
shortsightedness and pooled ignorance, which will tomorrow 
lead a nation into the ash heap of forgotten-ness.ò

Dr. William J. Senn, III

Psalm 9:17, The wicked shall be turned into hell, and 
all the nations that forget God.



II. WHEN DID AMERICA CEASE TO BE A CHRISTIAN 
NATION?

A.  THE DOUBTING OF GODôS WORD

B.  DEPARTURE FROM THE FAITH

C.  THE DENIAL OF THE FAITH

D.  THE DECLARATION OF CESSATION 

E.  THE DISPLACEMENT OF GODôS WORD

Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any 
beast of the field which the LORD God had made. 
And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said , Ye 
shall not eat of every tree of the garden?



America Ceases to be a Christian 
Country when . . . 

1. It ceases to acknowledge the supremacy of Christ.

2. It ceases to be governed by the Word of God.

3. It ceases to acknowledge the blessing of God. 

4. Romans 1:21, Because that, when they knew 
God, they glorified him not as God, neither 
were thankful ; but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened.



Alexis de Tocqueville 
ñNot until I went into the churches of America and 

heard her pulpit flame with righteousness did I 
understand the secret of Her (Americaôs) genuine 
and power.  

America is great because America is good,

and if America ever ceases to be good, 

America will CEASE to be great.ò 



THE DEPARTURE FROM THE 
FAITH

·Alexander Solzhenitsyn said in his 1978, Harvard 
University commencement address, that ñthe 
humanistic way of thinking started Western 
Civilization on the dangerous trend of worshipping 
man and his material goods.ò


