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}(3:1) To every thing there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose under the heaven:

}EVERYTHING IS TIMED BY GOD
}EVERYTHING HAS A DIVINE PURPOSE 

}God is in control of the timing ðman is not!
}This is frustrating to man if he does not 
acknowledge Godõs control of time. 

}God created time.  He is in control of time. 



}The poem lists fourteen pairs of activity.

}The list of activities is descriptive, not 
prescriptive (i.e. òdo thisó). 

}Definition of prescriptive:  to lay down 
authoritatively for direction; to set out rules 

}The poem uses the literary device called a 
merism .  



}Merism is a literary device, a figure of speech 
that appears both in prose and poetry.

}Merism occurs when a writer mentions the 
extremes of some category to portray it as a 
totality.  A merism is used to describe the two 
opposites as well as everything in between 
the two points.

}Here, Solomon cites polar opposites to teach 
Godõs comprehensive control over all aspects 
of all activities at all times .   



} (3:2) A time to be born, and a time to die; 

}a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which 
is planted; 

} (3:3) A time to kill, and a time to heal; 

}a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

} (3:4) A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

}a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

} (3:5) A time to cast away stones, and a time to 
gather stones together; 

}a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 
embracing; 



}(3:6) A time to get, and a time to lose; 

}a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

}(3:7) A time to rend, and a time to sew; 

}a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

}(3:8) A time to love, and a time to hate; 

}a time of war, and a time of peace.



A. WE ARE TRAPPED IN TIME

B. WE CAN NOT CONTROL TIME
C. WE CAN WORK BUT IT CANNOT CHANGE 

TIME, LIFE, CIRCUMSTANCES, ETC. 

}(3:9) What profit hath he that worketh in that 
wherein he laboureth ? 

}The answer to the rhetorical question:  There 
is NO profit òunder the heaven!ó

}Only God can make work and life profitable! 



}(3:10) I have seen the travail, which God hath 
given to the sons of men to be exercised in it.

}D.  WE WORK HARD AT FINDING THE RIGHT 
TIMING IN LIFE

}E.   WE LACK KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM FOR 
PROPERLY TIMING OUR WORDS, ACTIONS

}F.   WE NEED GODõS WISDOM AND HELP TO 
MAKE THE RIGHT DECISIONS AT THE RIGHT 
TIME


