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I.  PREMARITAL SEX – FORNICATION 

 Song of Solomon 2:7, 

Ä I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds of the 
field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please.

 Song of Solomon 8:8, 

Ä We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts: what shall we do for our sister in 
the day when she shall be spoken for?

 Song of Solomon 8:9,

Ä If she be a wall, we will build upon her a palace of silver: and if she be a door, 
we will inclose her with boards of cedar.

 Song of Solomon 8:10, 

Ä I am a wall, and my breasts like towers: then was I in his eyes as one that found 
favour.

Ä 1 Corinthians 6:18,

Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that 
committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.



I.  THE PRACTICE OF POLYGAMY



MOST PAGAN KINGS AND ANCIENT 

CULTURES PROMOTED POLYGAMY

 THE BABYLONIAN KING - BELSHAZZAR

 Daniel 5:2, Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to 
bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar 
had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, 
and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein.

 THE PERSIAN KING – AHASUERUS 

 Queen Vashti – Queen Esther 

 Esther 2:14, In the evening she went, and on the morrow she 
returned into the second house of the women, to the custody of 
Shaashgaz, the king's chamberlain, which kept the concubines: she 
came in unto the king no more, except the king delighted in her, and 
that she were called by name.



 Natural Desires for Affection 

 Safeguards for Affection

 Sexual Desires

 Speech – mutual praise

 Physical description of each

 Property – shared

 What is the largest breakdown in Solomon’s and 
Shulamite’s relationship.  Off the chart polygamy!



THE FUTURE KINGS OF ISRAEL WERE 

ADMONISHED NOT to “multiply wives” 

 Israel wanted to be ruled like the world:  

 1 Samuel 8:5, And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and 
thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge 
us like all the nations.

 The kings of Israel largely ruled like the world:

 Deuteronomy 17:17, Neither shall he multiply wives to 
himself, that his heart turn not away: neither shall he greatly 
multiply to himself silver and gold.

 1 Kings 11:3, . . . and his (Solomon’s) wives turned away his 
heart.



ISRAEL’S HISTORY OF POLYGAMY:

Abraham - The Father of Israel 

 Genesis 25:6, But unto the sons of the concubines, 

which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, and sent 

them away from Isaac his son, while he yet lived, 

eastward, unto the east country.

 1 Chronicles 1:32, Now the sons of Keturah, 

Abraham's concubine: she bare Zimran, and 

Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and 

Shuah. And the sons of Jokshan; Sheba, and Dedan.



JACOB’S WIVES & CONCUBINES:

Israel is Named after Jacob

 Genesis 35:22, And it came to pass, when Israel 

dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with 

Bilhah his father's concubine (Jacob): and Israel 

heard it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve:

 Leah – Jacob’s wife 

 Rachel – Jacob’s wife

 Bilhah – Jacob’s concubine – wife (Gen. 30:4)

 Zilpah – Jacob’s concubine – wife (Gen. 30:9)



POLYGAMY DURING THE TIME OF THE 

JUDGES

 A description of the days of the judges: 

 Judges 21:25, In those days there was no king in Israel: 
every man did that which was right in his own eyes.

 GIDEON – A JUDGE HAD A HAREM

 Judges 8:22, Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule 
thou over us, both thou, and thy son, and thy son's son also: 
for thou hast delivered us from the hand of Midian.

 Judges 8:30, And Gideon had threescore and ten sons of 
his body begotten: for he had many wives.



SAUL, ISRAEL’S FIRST KING,

PRACTICED POLYGAMY 

 2 Samuel 3:7, And Saul had a concubine, whose 

name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah:

 2 Samuel 12:8, And I gave thee thy master's house, 

and thy master's wives . . . 



DAVID, ISRAEL’S SECOND KING, 

PRACTICED POLYGAMY

 David inherited King Saul’s wives and concubines 

when Saul died and he became king of Israel.

 2 Samuel 12:8, And I gave thee thy master's house, 

and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave 

thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that 

had been too little, I would moreover have given unto 

thee such and such things.



DAVID MULTIPLIED MORE WIVES 

 2 Samuel 5:13, And David took him more concubines and 
wives out of Jerusalem, after he was come from Hebron: and 
there were yet sons and daughters born to David.

 2 Samuel 20:3, And David came to his house at Jerusalem; 
and the king took the ten women his concubines (10), whom 
he had left to keep the house, and put them in ward, and 
fed them, but went not in unto them. So they were shut up 
unto the day of their death, living in widowhood.

 Song of Solomon 6:8, There are threescore (60) queens, 
and fourscore (80) concubines, and virgins without number. 



EIGHT OF DAVID’S WIVES ARE NAMED 

IN THE BIBLE

 Michal – King Saul’s Daughter

 Ahinoam - the Jezreelitess

 Abigail – Nabal’s widow, the Carmelitess

 Maacah – daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur

 Haggith

 Abital

 Eglah

 Bathsheba – wife of Uriah the Hittite



DAVID’S CHILDREN: SOLOMON’S 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS

1. Amnon 8.  Shobab 15.  Nepheg

2. Daniel  9.  Nathan 16.  Japhia

3. Absalom 10.  Solomon 17.  Elishama II

4. Adonijah 11.  Ibhar 18.  Eliada

5. Shephatiah 12.  Elishama 19.  Eliphelet II 

6. Ithream 13.  Eliphelet

7. Shimea 14.  Nogah

I Chronicles 3:9 These were all the sons of  David, beside 
the sons of  the concubines, and Tamar their sister.



SOLOMON, ISRAEL’S THIRD KING, 

HAD THE LARGEST HAREM 

 Solomon would have inherited his father’s wives and concubines at 
the beginning of his reign.  The number of queens and concubines 
Solomon had when he married the Shulamite in his youth:

Song of Solomon 6:8, There are threescore queens (60), and 
fourscore concubines (80), and virgins without number.

 The number of wives and concubines at the end of Solomon’s reign: 

1 Kings 11:3, And he had seven hundred wives, princesses (700), 
and three hundred concubines (300): and his wives turned away 
his heart.

 An increase of 640 wives (11.6x)  and 220 concubines (2.75x).  



REHOBOAM: Solomon’s Son and Fourth 

King of Israel had a Large Harem 

2 Chronicles 11:21, And Rehoboam loved 

Maachah the daughter of Absalom above all his 

wives and his concubines: for he took eighteen 

wives (18), and threescore concubines (60); and 

begat twenty and eight sons (28), and 

threescore daughters (60).



MANY OF THE KINGS OF ISRAEL HAD 

HAREMS (Northern kingdom) 

 KING AHAB  

 1 Kings 20:2, And he sent messengers to Ahab king of Israel into 
the city, and said unto him, Thus saith Benhadad,

 1 Kings 20:5, And the messengers came again, and said, Thus 
speaketh Benhadad, saying, Although I have sent unto thee, saying, 
Thou shalt deliver me thy silver, and thy gold, and thy wives, and 
thy children;

 1 Kings 20:7, Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the 
land, and said, Mark, I pray you, and see how this man seeketh
mischief: for he sent unto me for my wives, and for my children, and 
for my silver, and for my gold; and I denied him not.



MOST OF ISRAEL’S LEADERS WERE  

POLYGAMOUS 

 From the Patriarchs to the Judges 

 From the Judges to King Saul

 From Saul to the Divided Kingdom

 From the Divided Kingdom to the Babylonian Captivity 

 2 Kings 24:15, And he carried away Jehoiachin
(Josiah’s son) to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the 
king's wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the 
land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to 
Babylon.



PHYSICAL AFFECTION 



The Time Line of Solomon’s Life 

1000 BC The birth of Solomon

970 BC Anointed as king over all Israel  (30)

966 BC Begins to build the temple (34)

959 BC Completes the temple, begins to 

build his own palace  (41)

946 BC Completes his palace, Second 
appearance of God (54)

930 BC The death of Solomon (70) 

“when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his 
heart after other gods:”  (54-70)



KING SOLOMON’S WIVES 

 Shulamite, an Israelite woman 

 Pharaoh’s Daughter, an Egyptian  (enemies to the southwest)

 Women of the Moabites (enemies to the southeast)

 Women of the Ammonites  (enemies to the east)

Naamah an Ammonitess, “loveliness” – Mother of Rehoboam

 Women of the Edomites (enemies to the southeast)

 Women of the Zidonians (enemies to the northwest)

 Women of the Hittites (enemies to the northeast)

And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three 
hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart.    

I Kings 11:3 



The Number of Wives Solomon Had 

When He Married Shulamite

There are threescore queens (60), and fourscore 
concubines (80), and virgins without number.   

Song of Solomon 6:8

My dove, my undefiled is but one (1); she is the only 
one (1) of her mother, she is the choice one (1) of 
her that bare her. The daughters saw her, and 
blessed her; yea, the queens and the concubines, 
and they praised her.

Song of Solomon 6:9



ASHTORETH – The Termite of Lust 

2 Kings 23:13, And the high places that were 

before Jerusalem, which were on the right hand 

of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the 

king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the 

abomination of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh

the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom

the abomination of the children of Ammon, did 

the king defile.



III.  THE PRODUCT OF COMROMISE:   

THE COLLAPSE OF ISRAEL

1. Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians

2. Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites

3. Built a high place for Chemosh, the abomination of 
Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem (Mt. of 
Olives)

4. Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon

“And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt 
incense and sacrificed unto their gods.”  

(I Kings 11:5-8)



Ashtoreth - 7th Century BC – Alabaster 

idol

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/52/Dama_de_Galera_(M.A.N._Madrid)_01.jpg


The Moabite Stone (850 BC)

“and Chemosh drove him before my sight” 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/Mesha_Stele_(511142469).jpg


Chemosh – child sacrifices 



CHEMOSH – The Termite of Power

Judges 11:24, Wilt not thou possess that which Chemosh thy 
god giveth thee to possess? So whomsoever the LORD our 
God shall drive out from before us, them will we possess.

Jeremiah 48:7, For because thou hast trusted in thy works 
and in thy treasures, thou shalt also be taken: and Chemosh
shall go forth into captivity with his priests and his princes 
together.

Jeremiah 48:46, Woe be unto thee, O Moab! the people of 
Chemosh perisheth: for thy sons are taken captives, and thy 
daughters captives.



A LOVE PROBLEM

 1 Kings 3:3, And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in 
the statutes of David his father: only he sacrificed and 
burnt incense in high places.

 1 Kings 11:1-2, But king Solomon loved many strange 
women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women 
of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and 
Hittites; Of the nations concerning which the LORD said 
unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, 
neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will 
turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave 
unto these in love.



Chemosh



MILCOM = MOLECH

The Termite of Hate/Murder 

Leviticus 18:21, And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire 
to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD.

Leviticus 20:2-5, Again, thou shalt say to the children of Israel, Whosoever he 
be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel, that 
giveth any of his seed unto Molech; he shall surely be put to death: the 
people of the land shall stone him with stones.  (20:3) And I will set my face 
against that man, and will cut him off from among his people; because he 
hath given of his seed unto Molech, to defile my sanctuary, and to 
profane my holy name. (20:4) And if the people of the land do any ways 
hide their eyes from the man, when he giveth of his seed unto Molech, 
and kill him not:  (20:5) Then I will set my face against that man, and 
against his family, and will cut him off, and all that go a whoring after him, 
to commit whoredom with Molech, from among their people.



MOLECH

18th Century Illustration 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/98/Moloch_the_god.gif


Child Sacrifice to Molech

Picture off the Babylonian Cylinder 



Solomon’s PROBLEMS stated

Disobedience

“Of the nations concerning which the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not 
go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you.” (11:2)

“Did evil in the sight of the Lord” (11:6)

“And He commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods: 
but he kept not that which the Lord commanded.” (11:10)

“Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, 
which I have commanded thee.” 

Heart turned away from God

“for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods” (11:2)

“turned away his heart” (11:3)

“and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God” (11:4)

“and went not fully after the Lord” (11:6)

“his heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel” (11:9)



IV.  THE PERSPECTIVE OF GOD

A. THE CONFRONTATION 

1 Kings 11:9, And the Lord was angry with Solomon. 

1 Kings 11:11-13, Wherefore the LORD said unto 
Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou 
hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have 
commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from 
thee, and will give it to thy servant.  Notwithstanding in 
thy days I will not do it for David thy father's sake: but I 
will rend it out of the hand of thy son.  Howbeit I will 
not rend away all the kingdom; but will give one tribe 
to thy son for David my servant's sake, and for 
Jerusalem's sake which I have chosen.



B.  THE CONSEQUENCES

1. The Messiah would not be a direct descendant of 

Solomon (Instead Christ would proceed from the 

line of Nathan, King David’s son with Bathsheba. 

Solomon’s full brother.)

2. The Kingdom would be divided with the northern 

tribes being given to Jeroboam and the southern 

tribe of Judah given to Solomon’s son Rehoboam. 



C.  THE CHASTENING FROM GOD

1. “And the Lord stirred up an adversary unto Solomon, 
Hadad the Edomite, he was of the king’s seed in 
Edom.”  (11:14-22 – irony in Egypt, favored by 
Pharaoh)

2. “And God stirred up an another adversary, Rezon the 
son of Eliadah”  (11:23-25)

3. “And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and Ephrathite of 
Zareda, Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s name was 
Zeruah, a widow woman, even he lifted up his hand 
against the king” (11:26-40 – irony fled to Egypt for 
asylum, favored by Pharaoh)



V.  THE PITIFUL CONCLUSION OF 

SOLOMON’S LIFE

1 Kings 11:40-43, Solomon sought therefore to kill 
Jeroboam. And Jeroboam arose, and fled into 
Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt 
until the death of Solomon.  (11:41) And the rest of 
the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, and his 
wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts 
of Solomon? (11:42) And the time that Solomon 
reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years.  
(11:43) And Solomon slept with his fathers, and 
was buried in the city of David his father: and 
Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead.



I.  THE  PROBLEMS: THE TERMITES 

1. A LOVE PROBLEM – Termite of Lust 

2. AN OBEDIENCE PROBLEM –Termite of 

Disobedience

3. A HUMILITY PROBLEM – Termite of Pride

4. A WISDOM PROBLEM – Termite of Foolishness

5. A FAITH PROBLEM – Termite of Doubt/Unbelief

6. A HEART PROBLEM   - Termite of a Divided Heart


